CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

of constant recurrence in the Muhammedan
traditions : indispensable needs alone are
to be satisfied, as indeed Thomas Aquinas
teaches. Similar observations apply to
dress: "he who walks in costly garments
to be seen of men is not seen of the Lord."
Gold and silver ornaments, and garments
of purple and silk are forbidden by both
religions. Princes live as simply as beggars
and possess only one garment, so that they
are unable to appear in public when it is
being washed : they live upon a handful of
dates and are careful to save paper and
artificial light. Such incidents are common
in the oldest records of the first Caliphs.
These princes did not, of course, live in such
beggary, and the fact is correspondingly
important that after the lapse of one or two
generations the Muhammedan historians
should describe their heroes as possessing
only the typical garment of the Christian
saint. This one fact speaks volumes.
Every action was performed in God or
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